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There is a story told about two Chassidic rebbes that was probably invented by
Mishnachim, the opponents of the Chassidim, which are humorous but which also
indicate something very important about Pesach generally and about the seders
that we have just concluded on the first two nights of Pesach. The stories go
that two Chassidim were arguing about the relative merits of their rebbe. One
of them said, "My rebbe is such a great rebbe." His friend asked, "Why do you
say he was such a great rebbe?". He said, "Because one he was on the road in

a stagecoach when all of a sudden it started to rain very hard and the rebbe had
to go to a speaking engagement in the village just down the road. The mud was
getting thicker and thicker so the rebbe, what did he do? He prayed and pretty
soon there was rain on the right and rain on the left but only sun in the middle
and he was able to make it to his speaking engagement on time with the carriage
not having to go through any mud at all." The other Chassid said, "That's nothing.
My rebbe is even a greater rebbe than yours." The other Chassid asked, "How is
that possible?" The Chassid said, "Well, my rebbe was going on late on Friday
also in a stagecoad and he was very late for his appointment. He had to be there
by Shabbos and all of a sudden it started to get dark, but I want you to know
that it was Shabbos on the right and Shabbos on the left but on the middle it

was weekday so he could get to the village before Shabbos." This story teaches
us, of course, that the Chassidim had implicit faith in their rabbis, but, more
important than that, it tells us something about the middle way, and that, of
course, is what Pesach teaches us. Pesach is a holiday in the middle. If Rosh
Hashonna is the beginning of the year then Pesach is in the middle of the year
and, not only that, Pesach is in the middle of the month. We all know that it
comes on the 15th day of Nisan. Not only that, but the Jewish people, the rabbis
say, went out of Egypt in the middle of the day and the angel of death passed
over Egypt in the middle of the night. What's more, when we read the Hagaddah

we learn that we are supposed to split the Hallel. Right in the middle of Hallel
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we eat our meal. We eat the matzah and the maror and the Hillel sandwich and
the egg and our regular meal and afterwards we have the Afikomen. We know that
normally we are not supposed to split Hallel at all. Hallel must be a unity,

but here we are splitting Hallel. Why should it be that we split Hallel?

The rabbis tell us that the reason for this is to teach us that the redemption

is not complete, that what we have to do is work at it slowly and slowly every
day, that freedom was just the first step of the redemption of the Jewish people.
This same idea is emphasized by the Yachad, that part of the seder service before
we begin Maggid telling the story in the Manishtanah we split the middle matzah.
We hide half of it later for the Afikomen. This again teaches us that in order

to obtain redemption we have to be moderate in our views. We have to take the
middle way. It sometimes takes a long time to bring about change, but we never
must try to force change through violence. Unfortunately, the history of most
revolutions or revolutionary movements are that just the oppressed and the oppressors
change.places. That is the only difference, but that new ideas of freedom and
equality for everyone, of brotherhood and love and compassion are thrown out the
window. It is just that the oppressed and the oppressors trade places, and that
is not what we are to do on this holiday. What we are to do on this holiday is
to shun all ideas of fanaticism. That is why when the Jewish people Teft they
did not think about taking vengeance on the Egyptians; they just left the country.
Later on, of course, G-d destroyed the Egyptian army but it was not our intent

to take vengeance. We are to gather together in family groups and all thoughts
of blood and so forth would be put outside the wall. The greatest enemy of eventually
achieving a redemption for the whole world is fanaticism. When people are fanatic
they make a terrible mistake. What is their mistake? Their mistake is that they
soon begin to feel that what they think is what G-d thinks. That's why we so
often make sure that we get far from the name of G-d. After all, the name of

G-d is Yud Kay Vav Kay and we do not know how to pronounce it, so instead we say
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Adonoi but even that sounds too close to G-d so we say the word instead Hashem.
The reason why we do that is because the great sin of religious people is that
they begin to think that what they think is what G-d thinks. Therefore, their
enemies are G-d's enemies. Of course, if people declare themselves the enemies
of the Jewish people then they are G-d's enemies, Tike Hitler did. Hitler said,
"I hate the Semitic G-d with His 'thou shalts' and 'thoushalt nots'", but the
truth of the matter is that we must take the middle route and that what we do

is fine. Even if we only achieve a 1ittle bit, the Jewish people just achieved
their freedom from slavery on that particular day, and they had not gotten the
Torah yet. It was going to take the work of generations in order to inculcate
the ideas of morality and justice and freedom and so forth into the world around
them into their own world and into the world in general. We all know that Pesach
speaks not only about the liberation of the Jewish people but the liberation of
the whole world. That is the symbol of Elijah coming, and that is why we end

the seder with, "A11 living souls who praise the Lord our G-d." We know that
the enemy of the better is the best. In other words, why do you have people who
are fanatics? You have people who are fanatics because they cannot brook any
compromise whatsoever, even though something is better than it was before. If

it is not the best then they want to destroy it. That, of course, is how many
oppositions in parliament or congress try to styme legislation and other projécts
that they are not in favor of. What do they do? They show how this proposal

is not perfect. Well, no proposals are perfect, but is it better than you have
now? That is the question. A1l G-d wants us to do is make things a little better.
We gather together in family groups, in generational groups because this is not
the work of one generation. This is the work to bring redemption of many, many
generations. That is why fanaticism in all its forms is bad. What we just saw
now in Oklahoma is a terrible thing. Here are people who have taken the law into

their own hands and I think that the government, too, is trying to minimalize
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the casualties so that there would not be people who would try to take revenge

on the people they think are responsible for the bombing. During the Gulf War
many Jewish stores in Los Angeles were wrongly bombed. The reason for this was
that these were Iranian Jews and they speak Parsi and write Parsi and many people
thought they were Arab stores and they burned them down. That, of course, is
what the government is trying to prevent now. We do not need any counter-fanaticism
as well. Of course, when people attack you then you should defend yourself.

When Israel defends herself against terrorist activities that is not a fanatic
position, and when Jordan suffered from Israel's retaliation it all stopped when
Jordan stopped the terrorism. After 1971, after the Black September there were
no more Israeli raids in Jordan. We cannot have this moral equivalence that if
Israel strikes back it is as bad as the people who strike the first blow. That
is not what we are talking about here. They struck the blow in return so that
the thing should stop and when it stopped it stopped and Israel, of course, never
attacked Jordan again. What we are talking about here is people, in order to

put forward an ideological position, use violence. That is not the way that we
are called upon to act. We are called upon to act by dialogue. Therefore, even
the evil son is included in the seder because we do not want to lose contact with
anybody. We want to discuss things with them. We want to make things better.
That it will take time is okay. So we only say part Hallel and we still go about
our business and have our meals and strive to achieve more and more later on,

as much as we can. The work of bringing redemption to the world is not going

to be an overnight affair, and it cannot be done through force. It has to be
done through persuasion, through dialogue, through discussion. Let us all hope
and pray that we will always realize that the moderate way is the best. The way
of fanaticism can only lead to grief as we saw just this week in Oklahoma City.
Let us all hope and pray that we will all recognize this so that truly redemption
will come quickly in our day through discussion and persuation. Let us hope that

Mashiach, Himself, will come because we have been able to do our share and bring
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about this redemption through moderation. It may be a while. It may take a few
more generations, but let us hope that the Mashiach will come as soon as possible.

Amen,




